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Response to Remarks 

1. Applicant's Amendment and Remarks filed on June 7, 2006 has 
been fully considered but it is not persuasive. 

With respect to Claim 12, Applicant states that the prior 
art of Nagashima teaches that audio is monitored during the 
dubbing operation by decoder 41 (page 19 of the Remarks, lines 9 
and 10) . And therefore, the prior art of Nagashima fails to 
suggest at least the feature of outputting the audio information 
from the second information record medium to an external portion, 
when a reproduction start" (page 19 of the Remarks, lines 13-15) . 
Accordingly, during the dubbing operation as illustrated in 
Nagashima' s Fig. 1, an audio is read from medium 32 and 
transf erred/copied to medium 2. The transferred audio goes 
through the encoder 15 before it is dubbed in medium 2. Since 
the encoder 15 is connected to the decoder 21, the transferred 
audio stream is outputted to terminal 26 as a monitoring signal 
Aout . In other words, the transferred audio is simultaneously 
recorded on medium 2 and monitored at terminal 26. 

A similar audio dubbing and monitoring operation can be 
demonstrated when a CD music player is transferring music 
programs to a computer's hard drive. During the storing of the 
music programs in the computer, the transferred music can be 
heard from the computer's speaker system. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 

this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 
(b) the invention was patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nagashima et al . (U.S. Patent 5,963,521). 

Nagashima teaches an information recording and reproducing 
apparatus having all of the elements and means as recited in 
claims 12-14. For example, Nagashima teaches the following: 

(a) With respect to claim 12, a first reproducing device 33 
for reproducing audio information from a first information record 
medium 32, in which the audio information is recorded (Fig. 1; 
disc 32 is read; abstract, line 3); a recording device 3 for 
recording the reproduced audio information into a second 
information record medium 2 (Fig. 1; disc 2 is written on, 
abstract, line 7) ; a second reproducing device 3 for reproducing 
the audio information recorded in the second information record 
medium 2 (Fig. 1; recording device is also a reproducing device 
as it has ADPCM decoder and output 26) ; a controlling device 7 
for controlling the first reproducing device 33 (Fig. 1) , the 
recording device 3 and the second reproducing device 3 to output 
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the audio information (at decoder 23) from the second information 
record medium 2 to an external portion 2 6 (Fig. 1) , when a 
reproduction start, which starts reproduction (read and decode in 
decoder 41) of audio information from the first information 
recording medium 32 by the first reproducing device 33 is 
instructed (Fig. 1) , the audio information is reproduced from the 
second information record medium 2 and recorded on the second 
information record medium 2 at the same time (Fig. 1; reproducing 
3 output audio while the audio is being written on the medium 2 
because the encoder 15 and the decoder 21 are connected and 
function at the same time) . 

(b) With respect to claim 13, a converting device 15 for 
converting a form of the audio information (Fig. 1; audio 
encoding) , wherein the controlling device 7 controls the 
converting device and the recording device to convert the form of 
the audio information and then record the audio information when 
recording the audio information reproduced by the first 
reproducing device 33 into the second information record medium 2 
(Fig. 1; audio read from medium 32 and then encoded and transfer 
to medium 2) . 

(c) With respect to claim 14, a compressing device 15 for 
compressing the audio information; and an expanding device 21 for 
expanding the compressed audio information (Fig. 1; encoder is a 
compressing means) , the controlling device 7 controls the 
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compressing device 15 and the recording device 3 to compress the 
audio information and then record the compressed audio 
information when recording the audio information, which is 
reproduced by the first reproducing device 33, into the second 
information record medium 2 (Fig. 1) ; and the controlling device 
7 controls the second reproducing device 3 and the expanding 
device 21 to reproduce the compressed audio information, expand 
the reproduced audio information and then output the expanded 
audio information as a sound (Fig. 1; decoder expands the 
compressed audio) . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 6-9, 11, 21-25, 27 and 31-37 are allowable over prior 
art . 



5. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: 

As in claims 6, 11, 21, 22, 27, 31 and 32, the prior art of 
record fails to teach or fairly suggest an information recording 
and reproducing apparatus having the following features: 

(a) simultaneously record a portion of the audio 
information to the second information record medium at the set 
recording speed; and 

(b) reproduce another portion of the audio information by 
reproducing another portion of the audio information from the 
second information record medium at the set reproducing speed. 

As in claim 9, the prior art of record fails to teach or 
fairly suggest an information recording and reproducing apparatus 
having the following features: 

(a) a controlling device for controlling a second 
reproducing device and a recording device so as to perform 
reproducing the recorded audio information from the second 
information record medium at the set reproducing speed in 
parallel to recording the audio information into the second 
information record medium at the set recording speed; and 
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(b) a compressing device for reproducing the recorded audio 
information from the second information record medium, 
compressing the reproduced audio information, and recording again 
the compressed reproduced audio information into the second 
information record medium. 

As in claim 25, the prior art of record fails to teach or 
fairly suggest a compressing device for judging the audio 
information which is recorded in a non- compressed state from 
among the audio information recorded in the second information 
record medium, reproducing the judged audio information in the 
non- compressed state from the second information record medium, 
compressing the reproduced audio information by applying a 
predetermined compressing process onto the reproduced audio 
information, and recording again the compressed audio information 
into the second information record medium. 

As in claims 33-35, the prior art of record fails to teach 
or fairly suggest an information recording and reproducing 
apparatus having the following features: 

(a) a controlling device for controlling the first 
reproducing device and the second reproducing device to 
simultaneously reproduce the audio information in a non- 
compressed form from the first reproducing device faster than 
normal speed; 
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(b) record the audio information in a compressed from which 
is converted from the non-compressed form by a compressing 
device; and 

(c) reproduce the audio information in the compressed form 
from the second reproducing device at normal speed for playback. 

The features indicated above, in combination with the other 
elements of the claims, are not anticipated by, nor made obvious 
over, the prior art of record. 



6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of 
the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is 
not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire 
on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the 
statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this final action 



09/715,009 
AU 2627 



page 9 



7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the Issue 
Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communication from the examiner should be directed to Kim CHU 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-7585 between 9:30 am to 6:00 
pm, Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, William Korzuch, can be 
reached on (57) 272-7589. 

The fax number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished application is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http : / /pair-direct . uspto .gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9191 (toll free) . 



Kim-Kwok CHU 
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